October 4, 2026
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

INTRODUCTION: (COMMENTATOR. 
Welcome everyone to our Charis Community Sunday Mass. All are truly welcome, and we are excited that you are joining us whether it’s your first time praying with us or if you’ve been with us for a while. The worship aid for Mass is on our website, and we will put the address in the chat for you should you like to pull it up to support your prayer.
We are a Eucharistic people, so we invite you to have bread and wine, in whatever form you have it, with you where you are.    
It is not our initial response to God’s command that measures our obedience, but ultimately our actions.
We are reminded today that our growth in Christian living isn’t dependent only upon ourselves:  we hear God’s message in community and live it out in community. 

With grateful hearts and full voice let us gather as one body in Christ as we begin our gathering song.

Please stand.
FIRST READING: (LECTOR #1) 

 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Let me now sing of my friend,

my friend’s song concerning the vineyard.

My friend had a vineyard on a fertile hillside, 

my friend spaded it, cleared it of stones, 

and planted the choicest vines;

within it, my friend built a watchtower, and hewed out a wine press; 

Then my friend looked for the crop of grapes,


but what it yielded was wild grapes.
Now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, 

judge between me and my vineyard. 

What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done? 

Why, when I looked for the crop of grapes, did it bring forth wild grapes? 

Now I will let you know what I mean to do with my vineyard:

Take away its hedge, give it to grazing,


break through its wall, let it be trampled! 

Yes, I will make it a ruin:


it shall not be pruned or hoed,


but overgrown with thorns and briers. 

I will command the clouds not to send rain upon it. 

The vineyard of the God of hosts is the house of Israel, 

and the people of Judah are God’s cherished plant; 

God looked for judgment, but see, bloodshed! 

for justice, but hark, the outcry!

The Word of God.

R/. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING:  (LECTOR #2) 
 
 
A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians.

Sisters and brothers,

Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, 


 by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,

 make your requests known to God 

Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding 

will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, sisters and brothers, 

whatever is true, whatever is honorable,

whatever is just, whatever is pure,

whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious,

if there is any excellence

and if there is anything worthy of praise,

think about these things.  

Keep on doing what you have learned and received 

and heard and seen in me.  

Then the God of peace will be with you.  


The Word of God.

R/. Thanks be to God
GOSPEL: (PRESIDER)



 
The Lord be With You

And Also with You

A reading from the Good News according to Matthew.

Glory to you O Lord

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people:

"Hear another parable. 

There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, 

put a hedge around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a tower; 

Then the owner leased it to tenants and went on a journey. 

“When the vintage time drew near, 

the owner sent servants to the tenants to obtain the produce. 

But the tenants seized the servants and one they beat, 

Another they killed, and a third they stoned. 

Again the owner sent other servants, more numerous than the first ones; 

But they treated them in the same way. 

“Finally, the owner his a son to them, thinking, 

'They will respect my son.' 


But when the tenants saw the son, they said to one another, 'This is the heir.

Come, let us kill him and acquire his inheritance.’ 

They seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 

“What will the owner of the vineyard do to those tenants?”

They answered him,

 The chief priests and elders replied, 

"The owner will put those wretched people to a wretched death, 

and lease the vineyard to other tenants 

who will give the owner the produce at the proper times." 

Jesus said to them, 

"Did you never read in the scriptures: 

'The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 

by God has this been done, 

and it is wonderful in our eyes?’

Therefore I say to you, 

the reign of God will be taken away from you 

and given to a people that will produce its fruit.”


The Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ.    

R/. Praise to you, O Jesus Christ.        

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL:    COMMENTATOR)
In prayer and gratitude, we present our needs to God in Jesus’ name

That the church may preach the kingdom, not as its private possession, but as a gift for which the Lord will one day demand an account, we pray:   Lord hear Our prayer 
That leaders of nations may accept their stewardship and accountability to God, and that there may be a rich harvest, we pray:  Lord hear Our prayer
That the peace of God may lift from our suffering world its burdens of  anxiety, war, violence, oppression, poverty, disease, natural disaster, and that God’s fruitfulness will give life and peace to all in need, we pray: Lord hear Our prayer
For our own needs and intentions, that we now share with each other and our

listening God. For whom and for what would we like to pray today? We will ask

the offsite community to begin, and those onsite to come forward now. 
Offsite members, please unmute your mic to begin your prayer.

Allow time for people to offer their prayers. When the sharing has slowed, complete with these or your own words:

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your faithful people.

Give us the gift of a tireless faith that we may serve one another with courage.  
We ask this through Christ our Savior.  Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
The following reflection is drawn from Jesus’ Plan for a New World by Richard Rohr.

For Jesus, faith is not opposed to not believing in God, it doesn’t mean you go to church, or that you’re into religion or that you say “Lord, Lord!” (see Matthew 7:21). 
Faith for Jesus is the opposite of anxiety. If you are anxious, if you are trying to control everything, if you are worried about many things, you don’t have faith, according to Jesus. You do not trust that God is good and on your side. You’re trying to do it all yourself, lift yourself up by your own bootstraps. 
The giveaway is control. That’s a good litmus test of the quality of your faith. People of faith don’t have to control everything, nor do they have to change people. You have the wisdom to know the difference, as the Twelve-Step people say. 
You cannot “fix” the soul. “Set your hearts on his kingdom first, and on God’s saving justice, and all these other things will be given you as well. So do not worry about tomorrow: tomorrow will take care of itself. ’”   
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