Sunday, August 30, 2026    22A OT

INTRODUCTION: (COMMENTATOR):

Good morning!
Welcome everyone to our Charis Community Sunday Mass. All are truly welcome, and we are excited that you are joining us whether it’s your first time praying with us or if you’ve been with us for a while. The worship aid for Mass is on our website, and we will put the address in the chat for you should you like to pull it up to support your prayer.
We are a Eucharistic people, so we invite you to have bread and wine, in whatever form you have it, with you where you are. 
Paul’s call to “present yourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,” is meant to urge us to realize our full potential. Jeremiah and Jesus cling to God’s will before all else. This is a hopeful message to all whose life is a struggle, and for whom the cross is a daily burden, a hopeful message to all of us, regardless of the challenges life is presenting us in this moment.

Trusting in God’s promise, we gather in song.

FIRST READING: 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah
 

          You duped me, O God, and I let myself be duped;

          
you were too strong for me, and you triumphed.

          All the day I am an object of laughter;

          
everyone mocks me.

          Whenever I speak, I must cry out,

          
violence and outrage is my message;

          the word of God has brought me

          
derision and reproach all the day.

          I say to myself, I will not mention God,

          
I will speak in God’s name no more.

          But then it becomes like fire burning in my heart,

          
imprisoned in my bones;

          I grow weary holding it in, and I cannot endure it.




The Word of God.

R/.  Thanks be to God.

Second Reading  
   
A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans.


          I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God,

          
to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice,

          
holy and pleasing to God;


your spiritual worship. 

          Do not conform yourselves to this age

          
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,

          
that you may discern what is the will of God,

          
what is good and pleasing and perfect.


          
The Word of God.

R/. Thanks be to God.

Gospel  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

          Jesus began to show his disciples 


that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly

          
from the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes,


and be killed and on the third day be raised. 

          Then Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him,


“God forbid, Rabbi!  No such thing shall ever happen to you.” 

          Jesus turned and said to Peter, 

          
"Get behind me, Satan! 

          You are an obstacle to me; 

          You are thinking not as God does,          



but as human beings do." 

          Then Jesus said to his disciples, 

          "Those who wish to come after me must deny themselves,

          
take up their cross, and follow me. 

          For those who wish to save their life will lose it, 

          
but those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 

          What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world 


and forfeit their life?

          Or what can they give in exchange for their life? 

          "For the Son of God will come with angels 

          
in the glory of God, 

          
and will repay all according to their conduct.”



The Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ.    

R/. Praise to you, O Jesus Christ.        

Prayer of the Faithful

God, You are the infinite creator of all things good and equal. We come to you with

desirous hearts petitioning our prayers for peace, mercy, and love. Our response is,

Lord, hear our prayer.
For elevation and mercy for the poor whom God knows and has made equal to us, we

pray, Lord, hear our prayer
For the peacemakers and prophets, mystics and servants that they be safeguarded from

harm and oppression, we pray, Lord, hear our prayer
For the power of mystery and uncertainty, let it be a source of holy surrender and trust

in our Creator God, we pray, Lord, hear our prayer
For the Church, may the Church be the bedrock of Christ’s light and fellowship, lifting

all voices, genders, and creeds, we pray Lord, hear our prayer
For the prayers forming in our hearts and the prayers in our prayer basket, we pray, Lord, hear our prayer
For our own needs and intentions, that we now share with each other and our listening God. For whom and for what would we like to pray today? We would very much like to pray with you. We will ask the offsite community to begin. When their prayers are spoken, we will respond “Lord, hear our prayer.”  We will then do the same here in our worship space. We invite anyone offsite who has a prayer to voice to unmute your mike and for those in our worship space to come forward.


When community prayer has slowed or stopped: 
Lord God, You are the knower of all things. May we place our hearts and our trust in

You knowing You will lift us up from our lowly places. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Our prayer after communion was written by Cistercian priest Thomas Merton.

I have no idea where I am going.

I don't see the road ahead of me.

I cannot know for certain where it will end.

Nor do I really know myself,

and the fact that I think that I am doing your will

does not mean that I am actually doing so.

But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you.

And I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire.

And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road

though I may know nothing about it.

Therefore will I trust you always

though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death.

I will not fear, for you are ever with me,

and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.

Amen

Penitential Rite

To prepare ourselves, let us call to mind our sins, remembering God’s compassion: (pause)
Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of God’s kingdom: Lord, have mercy.
You come in word and sacrament to strengthen us in holiness: Christ, have mercy.
You will come in glory with salvation: Lord, have mercy.

Opening prayer
Living God,

you sent your Son among us

to reveal your wisdom

and make known your ways.

Increase our faith,

that we may confess Jesus as your Son,

take up his work on earth,

and trust his promise to sustain the Church.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God for ever and ever.
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