
 

First Sunday of Advent 

Cycle C 

 

INTRODUCTION: (COMMENTATOR) 

 

Happy New Year on this first Sunday of Advent, the Sunday in which we light the 

candle of hope. 
 

Advent comes from a Latin word – “advenire” - which means “to come to” 

 

Advent is a time to reflect on three “comings-to” in particular: 
 

The Coming of God to the world as a human baby 

 

The Coming of God to the world in glory at the end of time where God’s purposes 

will be fulfilled 

 

The Coming of God into the world today. Jesus the Christ comes to us now in 

word and sacrament, in prayer and praise, in his Body, the Church.   
 

Our Advent readings teach us to look beyond even our own hopes. What newness 

in life, what new experience in faith, what new understanding, awaits us as we turn 

our minds and hearts to the coming of our Lord again this year? 
 

Let us gather in song. 

  



 

Lighting the Advent Candle 

  

Today we light the first candle, the candle of hope.  
 

As we light it, we recall prophetic voices  

that announced the Prince of Peace,  

that called for the reign of justice  

and announced a cry of unspeakable gladness.   
 

They call to us from across the ages  

to be people of hope once again.  
 

May the light of this wreath  

illuminate our way and our lives  

as we wait in hope for the birth of the Christ-child.  
 

Lord Jesus, may you find us watching  

and waiting in joy when you come,  

for you are Emmanuel, God with us.  
 

And let the people of God, the Church, say:  
 

Amen. 

  



 

 

FIRST READING:  (LECTOR #1)       (2:1-5) 

 

A Reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah  

This is the word which Isaiah, son of Amoz, 

saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

In days to come, 

the mountain of Yahweh’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains 

and will be raised above the hills. 

All nations shall stream toward it; 

many peoples will come and say: 

“Come, let us go up to Yahweh’s mountain, 

to the house of the God of Jacob,                                                                                     

that God may instruct us to shoot God’s own arrows                                                  

on God’s path to their target,                                                                            and 

thus walk on God’s path, in God’s ways.” 

For from Zion shall go forth instruction, 

and the word of God from Jerusalem. 

God shall judge disputes between the nations, 

and settle cases on many peoples. 

They will beat their swords into plowshares 

and their spears into pruning hooks; 

one nation shall not take up the sword against another nation, 

nor shall they train for war again. 

O house of Jacob, come, 

let us walk in the light of the God! 

 

 "The Word of God."   R/. "Thanks be to God!" 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SECOND READING: (LECTOR #2)   (13:8-14)   
 

A Reading from Paul’s Letter of Saint Paul to the community gathered in Rome  

Owe no one anything, except to love one another,                                                    

for the one who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.                                                    

For the commandments, “Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do 

not covet,” (and if there is any other commandment)                                                                   

are summed up in this, “Love your very Self, and love your neighbor as you love 

your very Self.”                                            

Love does no wrong to a neighbor.                                                              

Therefore, love is the fulfillment of the law.                                                            

And do this Brothers and sisters! 

You know the time; 

it is the hour now for you to awake from sleep. 

For our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed; 

the night is advanced toward dawn, the day is at hand. 

Let us then throw off the works of darkness 

and put on the instruments of light; 

let us conduct ourselves properly as in the day, 

not in carousing and drunkenness and lust, 

not sleeping in bed  

not in rivalry and jealousy. 

But clothe yourself in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and make no provision for the desires of the world. 

  "The Word of God."  R/. "Thanks be to God!" 

 

  
 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: (To be sung) 
 

 

GOSPEL: (PRESIDER)       Luke 21:25-28, 34-36  

           

A reading from the Good News according to Luke. 

           

During the reign of Herod king of Judea, there lived a priest named Zechariah  

who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah, and he had a wife named 

Elizabeth, who was a descendant of Aaron.  

They were both righteous in the sight of God, following all the commandments and 

ordinances of God blamelessly.  But they did not have a child, because Elizabeth 

was barren, and they were both very old. 

Now while Zechariah was serving as priest before God when his division was on 

duty, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the 

holy place of Yahweh, and burn incense. Now the whole crowd of people were 

praying outside at the hour of the incense offering.   

An angel of God, standing on the right side of the altar of incense, appeared to 

him. And Zechariah, visibly shaken when he saw the angel, was seized with fear.  

But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been 

heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son; you will name him John.  

Joy and gladness will come to you, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be 

great in the sight of God. He must never drink wine or strong drink, and he will be 

filled with the Holy Spirit, even before his birth. He will turn many of the people 

of Israel to Yahweh, their God.   

And he will go as forerunner before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to 

turn the hearts of the fathers, back to their children, and the disobedient, to the 

wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared for him.” 

Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure of this? For I am an old man, and 

my wife is old as well.”  

The angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God. I was 

sent to speak to you and to bring you these glad tidings.  



And now, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their 

time, you will be silent, unable to speak, until the day these things take place.” 

Now the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they began to wonder why he was 

delayed in the holy place.  

When he came out, he was not able to speak to them. They realized that he had 

seen a vision in the holy place, because he was making signs to them, and 

remained unable to speak.  When his time of service was over, he went to his 

home. 

 After some time, his wife Elizabeth became pregnant, and for five months she kept 

herself in seclusion. She said, “This is what God has done for me, at the time when 

God has been gracious to me, to take away my disgrace among people.” 

The Good News from God…Praise to you O Jesus Christ 

 The Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ.   

 R/.  Praise to You, O Jesus Christ!" 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

COMMENTATOR:                             
 

As we eagerly await the coming of Emmanuel, God With Us, let us turn in 

confidence to our Loving and Faithful God: Our response is “Be with us, 

Emmanuel”  

 

For the Church: that we may grow in our awareness of how God is fulfilling the 

deepest desires of our hearts, expectantly await God’s continuing work, and learn 

to recognize God’s presence in our lives – we pray...  Be with us, Emmanuel 

 

For leaders of nations: that their hearts may be awakened by God so that the needs 

for jobs, healthcare, safety and nourishment may be met for all who are in need – 

we pray...  Be with us, Emmanuel  

 

For the grace of attentiveness: that we may be aware of the signs of the times and 

that the Spirit will shake us from complacency to live life fully each day – we 

pray...  Be with us, Emmanuel  

 

For the gift of authenticity: that while surrounded by darkness, we may live as 

children of the light and show God’s love, patience, and compassion to others – we 

pray...  Be with us, Emmanuel 

 

For all who have died, for families who are grieving, particularly those of the 

innocent lives taken at Club Q and the Virginia Walmart this week; for the prayers 

in our prayer basket: that God will comfort and heal all who suffer - we pray...  Be 

with us, Emmanuel 

 

For what else do we wish to pray today? If you are on Zoom we invite you to 

unmute your mic, and if you are with us on facebook, our Zoom host will be happy 

to voice your prayers. 

 
 After some silence, close us with these words… 

     

O God, we come before you with expectant hope and trust. May we be ever 

faithful in our spiritual vigilance and ever mindful of your promise to make us your 

beloved people. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  



 

 

 

Prayer After Communion 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, make us ready for your reign of justice and peace.  

Let us find you in the crimson-colored dusk,  

in the crescent moon and flying geese,  

the chill of every winter night.  

Let us see you in laughing children,  

and in our brothers and sisters of every culture and faith.  

Keep us awake and watching,  

prepared to welcome those who enter here with open arms and full hearts.  

May all who seek you, including the Charis Community,  

see and follow the light of your unconditional love, Amen. 


