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A Poem of Remembrance 
 

As mom was on her journey home to God, she received this beautiful  poem from 
daughter of heart Nancy Pitkin and granddaughter Corrie.  Mom was deeply 
touched, and I told her it captured who she was, and we would share it in this  
worship aid. — love, Trish 

 
Memories 
(for Sheila/Grandma) 
 
We used to love visiting you long ago, 
walking beneath pine trees 
that reached to the skies, 
the loamy smell of the golf course, 
  
little Corrie eating “green pasta,” 
Cavan and Carey and David,  
such sweet dogs, 
and later on, Abner 
your beloved companion. 
 
How exciting it was when you found  
your bliss as a artist. 
Your painting was soulful — 
delicate flowers on a lace tablecloth, 
a lone rowboat on a beach. 
 
We were so proud of you! 
 
Memories of shopping trips, 
visiting the Chinese restaurant 
where everyone knew your name, 
we would sit in maroon booths 
eating more than we should, 
sharing stories 
and keeping each other up to date. 
 
You always made us feel welcomed, 
and loved, 
no matter how much time went by 
 
that never changed. 
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Gathering Song 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting  

Words of Remembrance 

Sheila’s brother Patrick Hanley and his wife Ginny 

   

Closing Hymn 

 

 Welcome 

Rev. Dr. Trish Sullivan Vanni, Sheila’s daughter 

Reception and Kaddish 

Fr. John Curran, Associate pastor of Charis and Sheila’s chaplain, and  and Sheila’s 
friends, led by Harriett Zeller 
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Penitential Rite 

  

 

Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading 

Ecclesiastes  3:1-8  

SheilaSullivan 

 

Psalm 

Nora, Justin and Mairead Vanni 

 

Second Reading 

Revelation 21:1-7 

Pete Vanni 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel 

Matthew 5:1-16 

Rev. Dr. Trish Sullivan Vanni 

 

Offertory 

This is My Song  Justin Vanni 

 

 

 

Song of Commendation 

Prayer after Communion 

Read by Michele Harvey, Sheila’s niece 

 

Epitaph by Merrit Malloy 

When I die, give what’s left of me away 
To children 
And old men that wait to die. 

And if you need to cry, 
Cry for your brother walking the street beside you. 
And when you need me, 
Put your arms around anyone 
And give them what you need to give to me. 

I want to leave you something,  
Something better than words 
Or sounds. 

Look for me 
In the people I’ve known 
Or loved, 
And if you cannot give me away, 
At least let me live on in your eyes 
And not your mind. 

You can love me most 
By letting hands touch hands, 
By letting bodies touch bodies, 
And by letting go 
Of children 
That need to be free. 

Love doesn’t die, 
People do. 
So, when all that’s left of me 
Is love, Give me away. 
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The Nicene Creed is one of the points of unity among a large spectrum of Christian 

churches. To honor our ecumenical commitment, particularly with many expres-

sions of Christianity in this gathered community, we pray it today in its traditional 

form. 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

Maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father;  

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God;  

begotten not made, one in being with the Father.  

Through Him all things were made.  

For us men and for our salvation He came down from heaven.  

By the power of the Holy Spirit He was born of the Virgin Mary and became man. 

For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered, died, and was buried.  

On the third day He rose again, in fulfillment of the Scriptures.  

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and His kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son  

He is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

Prayer of the Faithful 

The Andersen, Sullivan, and Vanni family would like to express our deep gratitude 

to the Charis Community for the outpouring of love and support they have shown us 

in the loss of our mother and grandmother. We especially extend our thanks to Fr. 

John Curran and music director Dale O’Brien for their presence alongside mom in 

the last months of her life, and for helping make this celebration beautiful and mean-

ingful. We also thank Joan Howe-Pullis, long time friend of our family, for bringing 

her pastoral gifts of sung prayer to this gathering. 
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Nicene Creed Communion Song 

Prayer After Communion 

This poem is offered in the Reform Jewish liturgy prayer book for recitation by the com-
munity before praying Kaddish.   

Epitaph by  Merit Malloy read by Michele Harvey, Sheila’s niece. 

 

Meditation Song 

Mom asked us to play this beautiful recording at Mass. It was a favorite of hers. 
How Great Thou Art sung by George Beverly Shea 
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Liturgy of the Eucharist Liturgy of the Eucharist 
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The Our Father 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for-
give us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the pow-
er and the glory, now and forever, Amen 

This is the table not of the Church but of the Christ, and all are welcome. 

It is made ready for those who love God, and those who want to love God 

more. For those who have much faith and those who question and strug-

gle. For those who have been here often and those who have not been here 

for long. We come, because it is Christ’s will that we meet him here. For 

this is the bread of life and the cup of salvation. And We, though many, 

are one body, for we all share in the one bread and in the one cup. 

Invitation to the Table 

The Our Father 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for-
give us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the pow-
er and the glory, now and forever, Amen 

This is the table not of the Church but of the Christ, and all are welcome. 

It is made ready for those who love God, and those who want to love God 

more. For those who have much faith and those who question and strug-

gle. For those who have been here often and those who have not been here 

for long. We come, because it is Christ’s will that we meet him here. For 

this is the bread of life and the cup of salvation. And We, though many, 

are one body, for we all share in the one bread and in the one cup. 

Invitation to the Table 


