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First Sunday of Advent 

Cycle C 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: (COMMENTATOR) 

 

 

Welcome, everyone; here in our worship space, on Zoom, and on facebook. 

Wherever you are physically, spiritually we are united as one body in Christ.    

  

The Annunciation is one of the most depicted scenes in the history of art. From 

paintings, to music, to poetry and narrative, the story of Gabriel’s message to 

Mary—infused with doubt and belief, joy and sorrow, fear and comfort—has 

proved to be remarkably generative for both the life of faith and the creative 

impulse.   

 

Mary’s ‘yes’ is the vessel through which God-among-us steps into our world. 

Mary’s story is also our story. In the midst of our fear, our struggle, we hear the 

words: ‘The Lord is with you, do not be afraid.” We, like Mary, then have the 

opportunity to respond, to enter into that risk with freedom and openness, and say 

‘yes’ to love. 

 

Let us gather in song.
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Lighting the Advent Candles 

  
As the first candle is lit… 

We light the candle of hope 

  To recall prophetic voices 

  Which announced the Prince of Peace 

  Which called for justice 

  And announced the song of happiness. 

  May the light overcome the darkness! 

 
As the second candle is lit… 

  We light this candle 

  To recall the shepherds on the hills 

  And all throughout the ages 

  Who in their place of work 

  Have been ready to hear the good news 

  And delighted to pass it on to others. 

  May the light overcome the darkness! 

 

May the increasing light of this wreath  

illuminate our way and our lives  

as we wait in hope for the birth of the Christ-child.  

 

And let the people of God, the Church, say:  

 

Amen. 

  



 

3 

FIRST READING:  (LECTOR #1)      Isaiah 11:1-4a, 5-10 

 

 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah   

  

On that day, a shoot will grow out of the root stock of Jesse, 

a branch will sprout from his roots. 

God’s spirit will rest upon him—                                                                                                                              

the Spirit that gives wisdom and of understanding, 

the Spirit that provides counsel and strength,                                                                                                                        

the Spirit of the knowledge and reverence of  Yahweh— 

 and he will delight in the awe of Yahweh 

He will not judge by mere appearances, 

or make decisions on the basis of hearsay.                                                                                                                    

He will treat the poor fairly, 

and make just decisions for the downtrodden of the earth. 

Justice will be like a belt around his waist, 

integrity will be like a belt around his hips.                                                                                                                   

Then the wolf will live with the lamb, 

and the leopard will lie down with a young goat; 

the ox and the young lion will graze together, 

as a little child guides them along.                                                                                                                           

The cow and the bear will feed together,   

their young will lie down together.                                                                                                                  

The lion, will eat hay, like the ox.                                                                                   

The baby will play near the cobra’s den                                                                                                                  

and the infant will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 

They will neither harm nor destroy 

on my entire holy mountain; 

for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of God 

just as the waters completely cover the sea.                                                               

On that day, the root of Jesse,                                                                                          

will stand as a signal flag for the nations, 

the foreigners shall seek out,                                                                                                      

for his dwelling shall be majestic. 

 

 
 

 "The Word of God."   R/. "Thanks be to God!" 
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SECOND READING: (LECTOR #2)     Colossians 3:12-17  

 

 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Colossians 

 

 Sisters and brothers: 

 

Therefore, as the chosen ones of God, holy and dearly loved,                                                              

clothe yourselves with a heart of compassion,                                                                                                  

kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience,                                                                                                                                                           

bearing with one another                                                                                                                                                 

and forgiving one another,                                                                                                                                                  

if someone has a complaint against anyone else.        

                                                                       

Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also forgive others.                                                                                                                                                                          

And to all these virtues add love, which is the perfect bond.        

                                                                              

Let the peace of Christ be in control in your heart                                                                                          

to which, indeed, you were called as one body to this peace,                                                                                                  

and be thankful.                   

                                                                                                                                  

Let the wisdom of Christ dwell in you richly,                                                                                                              

teaching and exhorting one another with all wisdom,                                                                                             

singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs,                                                                                                               

all with grace in your hearts to God.        

                                                                                                              

And whatever you do in word or deed,                                                                                                                  

do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,                                                                                                                         

giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Hear What The Spirit is Saying to God’s People…Thanks be to God       

  

 
  "The Word of God."  R/. "Thanks be to God!" 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: (To be sung) 
 

 

 

GOSPEL: (PRESIDER)         

           

            

A reading from the Glad Tidings according to Luke  

 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy,                                                                                                       

God sent the angel Gabriel to a town in Galilee called Nazareth 

to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph,                                                                                     

a descendant of David.                                                                                                                                              

The virgin's name was Miriam.  

 

And coming to her, he said, 

"Rejoice highly favored one! God is with you."  

But she was greatly troubled by his words                                                                                                                

and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 

Then the angel said to her, 

"Do not be afraid, Miriam, 

for you have found favor with God. 

Behold, you will conceive in your womb and give birth to a son, 

and you shall name him Yeshua 

He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, 

and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, 

and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 

and of his kingdom there will be no end." 

 

But Miriam asked the angel, 

"How can this be, since I have not had relations with a man?" 

 

And the angel said to her in reply, 

"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 

 

Therefore the child to be born 

will be called holy, the Son of God. 
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And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, 

has also conceived a son in her old age, 

and this is the sixth month for she who was called barren; 

for nothing is impossible for God." 

 

Miriam said, "Behold, I am the servant of God. 

May it happen to me according to your word." 

Then the angel departed from her. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ 
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COMMENTATOR:                             
 

This special season focuses our minds on the wonder of God entering the human 

family. As we invite Christ into our lives, let us present to him all our needs. 

 

For the Church: that God will comfort, nurture, and care for us, and lead us to a 

new day of unity and love, We pray to the Lord:  Lord Hear Our Prayer 

 

For openness of heart: that God will renew the gift of the Spirit within us and help 

us to be active and dynamic disciples, 

We pray to the Lord:  Lord Hear Our Prayer 

 

For all who are alone or in isolation: that God will sustain them, help them be 

aware of the blessings in their lives, and help us to reach out and accompany them, 

We pray to the Lord:  Lord Hear Our Prayer 

 

For healing of our civic community: that God will lead us to honest dialogue, 

greater respect for one another, and a deeper commitment to the truth, 

We pray to the Lord:  Lord Hear Our Prayer 

 

For deeper respect and appreciation for the created world: that we may be good 

stewards of the earth that God has provided for our well-being and that of future 

generations, We pray to the Lord:  Lord Hear Our Prayer 

 

We now invite you to share your prayers with the community so we can pray with 

you today. If you are on Zoom, please feel free to unmute your mike. 

 
 After some silence, close us with these words… 

     

Loving God, during this holy period of Advent, create in our hearts a place of 

silence so that we can properly prepare to welcome the gift of your presence. We 

make this prayer through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Prayer After Communion 

 

 

God of goodness, 

God of surprises, 

Send angels of inspiration 

to guide and enlighten as you did Mary. 

Awaken us again to our true calling, 

our true mission: 

to walk with you on the paths laid out to us. 

Teach us to listen for you in every corner of our 

lives and to await your messengers in the most 

unexpected situations and conditions. 

We ask this prayer in the name of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ. 

Amen 


