
Sunday Prayer 

December 5, 2021 

  

We Part in Christ’s Peace 

We part from our time together 

offering each other a sign of 

Christ’s peace. 

Charis ECC is the dba of The Ecumeni-
cal Catholic Communion of the Twin 
Cities, founded June 2017.               

See our website, www.charisecc.org, 

for more information about our com-

munity and the greater  Ecumenical  

Catholic Communion.  Write us at com-

Final Blessing and Closing Song 

The Lord be with you. And also with 

you.  May Almighty God bless you, the 

Father, and the Son + and the Holy Spir-

it.   Amen  Go in Peace to love and serve 

the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
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For our Virtual Guests and Members:  We encourage you to have bread and wine for communion 
wherever you are!  All words in bold are spoken in unison. 

Opening Song  

 

 
 
 
Greeting 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the Communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with all of you.  And also with you. 
 
Welcome 
 
  

Presider: Lord, in the power of your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each  

other, and one in ministry to all the world.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb 

of God you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of God 

you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.  

Presider:  This is the table not of the Church but of the Christ, and all are welcome. It 

is made ready for those who love God, and those who want to love God more. For those 

who have much faith and those who question and struggle. For those who have been 

here often and those who have not been here for long. We come, because it is Christ’s 

will that we meet him here. For this is the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 

and we, though many, are one body in this one Lord.  Amen.     

Communion Song 

Prayer after Communion  

God of goodness, God of surprises, 
Send angels of inspiration to guide 
and enlighten as you did Mary. Awak-
en us again to our true calling, our 
true mission: to walk with you on the 
paths laid out to us. Teach us to listen 
for you in every corner of our lives 
and to await your messengers in the 
most unexpected situations and con-
ditions. We ask this prayer in the 
name of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who 
we await in Advent hope. Amen  
 

Community Life 

• Council member re giving. 
• Have you checked out our 

“merch?!?” 
• Please be sure to read Trish’s 

mailing each week, and consider 
reposting the Charis posts to 
your social media sites! 

• Remember to respond to the invi-
tation to share the life of the com-
munity in service.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer of Thanksgiving (cont.) 
 

Presider (cont): When he sat down to share the meal with them...    
He took bread and gave you thanks and praise; he broke the bread, gave it to 
his disciples, and said: Take this, all of you, and eat it: This is my body, which 
will be given up for you.    
 
When supper was ended, he took the cup; again he gave you thanks and 
praise, he gave the cup to his disciples, and said:  Take this all of you and 
drink from it. This is the cup of my blood, the blood of the new and everlast-
ing covenant. It will be shed for you and for all  so that sins may be forgiven. 
Do this in memory of me.  
 
Concelebrant:  In memory of his death and resurrection, we offer you, holy God, this life
-giving bread, this saving cup. We thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your pres-
ence and serve you. May all of us who share in the body and blood of Christ be brought 
together in unity by the Holy Spirit. Great is the mystery of faith.  
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 
Presider: Lord, remember your Church throughout the world; make us grow in love, to-
gether with Rafe our local bishop and all who seek to know you.  Remember our loved 
ones who have gone to their rest in the hope of rising again; bring them and all the depart-
ed into the light of your presence. Have mercy on us all; make us worthy to share eternal 
life with Mary, the Mother of God, Joseph her husband, the apostles, and all the saints and 
ancestors who have done your will throughout the ages. May we praise you in union with 
them, and give you glory through your son Jesus Christ. For we believe that it is:   
Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 
glory and honor is yours, almighty God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Concelebrant: Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, O God, and upon these gifts of bread 
and wine, that they may be for us the life of Christ. May we make that life visible through 
serving as he served, comforting as he comforted, and loving as he loved. And so we pray 
the prayer that Jesus taught us as prayed by our Maori brothers and sisters in New Zea-
land:  
Eternal Eternal Spirit, Source of all that is and that shall be,   
Father and Mother of us all, 
may the hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
May the way of your justice be followed by the people of the world! 
May your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
May your commonwealth of peace and freedom  sustain our hope and come 
on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen 
  
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 

When the prayer is complete, we respond  Amen. 

Reconciliation with God and Each Other 

Loving God, we confess our willingness to be loved but also our reluctance 
to love. We confess our readiness to accept your forgiving love but also our 
refusal to forgive. We confess our eagerness to grasp your offer of redeem-
ing love but also our resistance to follow you without question. In this Ad-
vent time, forgive us our failure to respond as we should. Come to us anew, 
and by your grace, assist us to receive you with joy, as the shepherds; with 
gratitude, as Simeon; with obedience, as Mary; with love, as you have loved 
us. Even so: come, Lord Jesus.   
May the Lord have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. 
Amen. 
 

Opening Prayer 
Let us pray, Creator God, Your Word became human and was born of the Virgin Mary. 
In these weeks in which we await your inbreaking miracle, may we become more like 
Jesus Christ, whom we acknowledge as our Redeemer and Guide. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. Amen 
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Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading:   Isaiah 11:1-4a, 5-10 

  

Psalm    

 

 

 

 

 

Second Reading:   Colossians 3:12-17  

Gospel:    Luke 1 

We break open the word together…. 



 

Presentation of the Gifts 
 

Presider:  Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this 
bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the 
bread of life.  Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink. Blessed be 
God for ever. 
 
Pray, my brothers and sisters, that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God, the almighty Fa-
ther.  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at our hands, for the praise and glory of 
God’s name, for our good, and the good of all the Church. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Presider: The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give God thanks and praise 
 
Presider:  It is right that we give you our thanks and praise, O God, creator of all things,  
visible and invisible. You revealed your glory in the wonders of your creation and in the way 
you lovingly formed people  in your image and entrusted them with the ongoing task of re-
vealing your glory in the world. 
 
When we failed and turned from your ways you did not abandon us but spoke tenderly 
through the prophets.  You shaped a conviction in our minds that the crushed and broken of 
the world are invited to shelter close to your heart and be comforted, like lambs by a shep-
herd.  
 
Did Isaiah catch a glimpse of a light penetrating every nook and cranny of the world until no 
more darkness was left? A light which shaped itself into a star...  A light which startled shep-
herds and led the wise to a child lying in the straw of a manger , warmed by the breath of 
wondering animals... The child in whom the light of your glory is eternally revealed...  
 
Embracing this mystery, we join with all the company of heaven and earth as we praise your 
holy name: 
 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Hosanna in the highest! 
  
 Presider: Blessed are you O God, and forever blessed are the people of this world since you 
chose to break into our history in the person of Jesus Christ. He made your   extravagant love  
visible in and through all he said and did, especially on the night when he washed his disci-
ples' feet.   
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Prayer of Belief 
 
An Advent Creed by Dave Hopwood 
 
We believe in God the Father, creator of heaven and earth. 
The one who is full of patience, 
who is not afraid of silence, 
who does not need to fill each moment with activity and noise. 
The one who is beyond bluster and flurry, 
and who does not jostle for attention. 
 
We believe in God the Son, Saviour of creation, 
who slipped into Bethlehem one night, mostly unnoticed, 
who lived thirty years without headlines or hurry, 
who frequently took time alone with his patient Father, 
who waited for the right time to become the suffering servant, 
who stood quietly before the noise of his accusers, 
whose silence overpowered their words, 
who died, then rose again on a quiet Sunday morning. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens, empowers, renews and refreshes, 
sometimes arriving with obvious power, 
sometimes with the quiet breath of a whisper. 
We believe in one God 
who patiently waits for us, 
and who longs for us to do the same. Amen 
 
 

Prayers of the Faithful 
 

This special season focuses our minds on the wonder of God entering the human fami-
ly. As we invite Christ into our lives, let us present to him all our needs. 
        
  (We offer our prayers and respond, Lord Hear Our Prayer.)  
   
Loving God, during this holy period of Advent, create in our hearts a place of silence so 
that we can properly prepare to welcome the gift of your presence. We make this prayer 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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New Zealand Lord’s  Prayer 

 

Eternal Spirit, Source of all 

that is and that shall be,  

Father and Mother of us all, 

may the hallowing of your 

name echo through the  

universe! 

 

May the way of your justice 

be followed by the people 

of the world! 

 

May your heavenly will be 

done by all created beings! 

 

May your commonwealth of 

peace and freedom  

sustain our hope and come 

on earth. 

 

With the bread we need for 

today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from 

one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and 

test, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to   

endure, spare us. 

 

For you reign in the glory of 

the power that is love, now 

and for ever. Amen 


